
 

Press release
Independent Texans PAC

In one of the hottest con-
tests for Texas House, a 
longtime champion for in-
dependent politics, Linda 
Curtis, is entering the race 
for Texas House District 
17 (Bastrop, Burleson, 
Caldwell, Lee, and Milam 
counties). From 1996 to 
2000, Curtis was the Texas 
organizer for the Reform 
Party, founded by Ross 
Perot. After the demise of 
the Reform Party, Linda 
co-founded Independent 
Texans PAC. In 2013, Linda 
co-founded the non-profit 
League of Independent Vot-
ers of Texas, a voter associ-
ation for independent Texas 
voters -- voters who vote for 
the person.

Linda said, “Independents 
wanted either Bastrop 
County Judge Paul Pape or 
Tom Glass to win the Re-
publican primary, not Rick 
Perry’s poodle, Stan Gerdes. 
Every lobbyist this side of 
the Pecos and the Speaker 
of the House loaded Gerdes 
up with at least $500,000 to 
lie and cheat to beat Pape to 
win the Republican runoff 
by 325 votes. Might they be 
after the goose that laid our 
golden egg, the groundwa-
ter under us in HD-17?”

Curtis is well-known in 
HD-17, having fought for 
years to make the pub-
lic-private partnership 
deal between public water 
utility, San Antonio Water 
System (SAWS), and Vista 
Ridge, LLC, the private 

partners of the “San Antone 
Hose,” “fully transparent 
and accountable.”

Eight years later, Curtis 
said the war over water 
has only intensified, with 
hundreds of landowner 
wells going dry in the wa-
ter-rich communities of 
Lee, Burleson, and Milam 
counties since Vista Ridge 
began pumping in 2020. In 
the first years of pumping 
enough water to serve over 
160,000 households annu-
ally, two local groundwater 
districts have already spent 
at least $400,000 to repair 
or re-drill damaged house-
hold and domestic wells. 
Meanwhile, San Antonio 
ratepayers are being hosed 
with 58% rate hikes, with 
SAWS claiming to have 
made San Antonio “wa-
terful”, to avoid admitting 
the City is buying far more 
water than it needs.

From 2003 to 2007, Curtis 
was deeply involved in end-
ing Rick Perry’s Trans-Texas 
Corridor and its plans for 
the largest eminent domain 
land seizure in Texas His-
tory. In 2006, Independent 
Texans supported Carole 
Keeton Strayhorn when she 
left the GOP to run as an 
independent for Governor 

against Perry. Perry lucked 
out with two independents 
in the race (including comic 
and author Kinky Fried-
man) and was re-elected 
with only 39%.

Linda is quick to point 
out, “Rick Perry’s wildly 
unpopular $200 billion 
Trans-Texas Corridor went 
down to defeat in 2007, be-
cause Carole’s independent 
candidacy gave our efforts 
to defeat it a big boost with 
statewide ads about the 
boondoggle. If I get lucky, 
my campaign will force a 
real look under the hood 
of Vista Ridge, and put 
Rick Perry’s poodle, Stan 
Gerdes, in the dog house 
where he belongs.”

For the last ten years, 
Linda has helped lead the 
effort in Central Texas to 
avert the “Californiafica-
tion of Texas Water Policy,” 
that is, mass conveyance of 
groundwater for real estate 
development in areas with 
inadequate local supply.

Curtis warns, “If aquifers 
are damaged, it’s game 
over for growth in Central 
Texas, due to the reckless-
ness of the Central Texas 
growth machine.”

Curtis must gather at least 
500 signatures from regis-

tered voters who did not 
vote in this year’s primaries 
in March or May. If Linda 
gets on the November bal-
lot, she will compete in a 
three-way race in Texas 
House District 17 with Re-
publican nominee Stan 
Gerdes and Democratic 
nominee Madeline Eden.

Petitions are due on 
June 23.

A Letter to State Offi-
cials urges the Governor, 
Lt. Governor and Speaker 
of the House to “Make 
Growth Pay for Itself; Not 
our Water.” Linda is asking 
voters, regardless of party 
affiliation, to sign it online 
or to call 512.697.8809 to 
sign by phone. 

Linda’s complete bio can 
be found at IndyTexans.org 
in the About section. She 
can be reached by calling 
512.697.8809 or via email 
at: info@indytexans.org.

An analysis of the Re-
publican runoff primary 
between Pape and Gerdes 
was published by the 
League of Independent Vot-
ers of Texas (LIVTX.org) in 
their news section under 
this title: “The real tragedy 
is Stan Gerdes, not Paul 
Pape: Is Texas Conserva-
tism DOA?”

Friends of the Land, Bastrop Interfaith oppose 
Dogwood Creek Solar 313 application to Elgin ISD
Press release
Bastrop Interfaith & Friends of the Land

Friends of the Land, a 
Bastrop County farmland 
preservation coalition, 
and Bastrop Interfaith are 
calling on Elgin ISD to 
reject a Chapter 313 10-
year tax abatement for an 
industrial solar farm on 
heavily-wooded land near 
historic Sayersville.

On May 16, the Elgin ISD 
school board accepted a 
Chapter 313 tax abatement 
application from Solar 
Proponent (aka Dogwood 
Creek Solar LLC) and also 
granted them a waiver to 
an already weak minimum 
requirement of creating 10 
jobs. Solar Proponents is an 
Austin company, funded by 
EnCap Investments, an oil 
and gas hedge fund, that 
has seven similar projects 
planned across Texas. The 
application was not in-

cluded in the school board 
meeting agenda for the 
public to review and com-
ment on. The proposed 
solar farm will require the 
clear-cutting of 2,100 acres 
bisected by Little Sandy 
Creek, an area prone to 
flooding and that provides 
an ever-di minishing refuge 
for area wildlife.

“After years of wildfires, 
drought, and rising tem-
peratures, we need to be 
planting trees, not cutting 
them down, says Kay Rog-
ers, one of a dozen land-
owners along Old Sayers 
Road that are adjacent to the 
proposed sprawling solar 
complex. “This firehose of 
corporate welfare at the ex-
pense of taxpayers and—in 
this case—environmental 
protection must stop.”

Chapter 313 agreements 
siphon $1-2 billion from 
taxpayers statewide as 
corporate welfare to high-
ly-profitable companies. 

While the abatement is 
granted by a school district, 
the company’s tax break 
comes out of the state bud-
get. Chapter 313 is expiring 
at the end of this year after 
state lawmakers declined to 
renew it during last year’s 
legislative session due to op-
position from organizations 
like Bastrop Interfaith (part 
of Central Texas Interfaith/
IAF), allies, and a bi-parti-
san group of legislators.

“As a former educator, 
it’s tiring to see tax dol-
lars go to companies mak-
ing record profits and our 
school systems struggling 
to provide the staffing and 
services our students de-
serve,” said Edie Clark, a 
leader with Bastrop Inter-
faith who helped end the 
program. “The billions that 
this program drains from 
our tax system could go 
to strengthen our school 
systems. We support re-
newables, but not at the 

expense of established for-
ests, wildlife habitats, and 
precious tax dollars which 
could go to schools.”

Solar Proponents joins a 
long list of corporations, 
many well-established in 
the oil and gas industry, 
that rushed to meet the 
unofficial deadline of June 
1. More than 160 applica-
tions have been sent to the 
Comptroller’s Office for 
preliminary approval so 
far this year, nearly three 
times the average in previ-
ous years.

Bastrop Interfaith is a part 
of Central Texas Interfaith, 
a non-partisan, mutli-eth-
nic, multi-issue coalition of 
50 religious congregations, 
schools, unions, and civil 
organizations who work 
together to address public 
issues that affect the well-
being of families and neigh-
borhoods in our community. 
www.austininterfaith.org

Opinion

QUESTION OF THE WEEK
What advice would you share with recent high school graduates?

Comment your response on our weekly question posted to Facebook @ElginCourier. 
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OPINION POLICY

The Elgin Courier Letters to the Editor column is an open 
forum offering opportunities to the public to comment 
on issues of interest or concern to the community. They 

should refrain from making personal attacks on the 
individuals, and comments which in the opinion of the 
editors are potentially libelous or in bad taste will not 

be printed. Letters should be brief, 300 words or less, if 
possible. We solicit and encourage such comment. The 

deadline for Letters to the Editor is Friday at noon. It is our 
policy not to print letters with political opinions, ideals or 
views after early voting begins. All letters must be signed 

and include the address and phone number of the author. 
The Courier will not withhold the name of letter writers 

and anonymous letters will be discarded. Send e-mails to 
publisher@elgincourier.com. Website 

is www.elgincourier.com. Call 512-285-3333. News 
and ad copy deadline is Friday at 5 p.m. Letters to Editor 

deadline is Friday at noon.

The Elgin Courier is 
published weekly 
by Granite Media 

Partners at 105 North 
Main, Elgin, Bastrop 
County, TX 78621. 

Established in 1890. 
Periodical postage paid 
at Elgin, Texas, 78621. 

Any erroneous reflection 
upon character, 

standing, or reputation 
of any individual, firm or 
organization that may 

appear in the 
columns of this paper 

will be corrected if 
brought to the attention 

of the publisher. We 
do not hold ourselves 

responsible for the views 
of our correspondents. 
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BASTROP COUNTY
COUNTY JUDGE
Paul Pape
512-332-7201
804 Pecan St., Bastrop, TX 
78602 
paul.pape@co.bastrop.tx.us
SHERIFF
Maurice Cook
512-549-5100
200 Jackson St., Bastrop, TX 
78602
Email via www.bastropsher-
iff.org
COUNTY COURT AT LAW
Judge Benton Eskew
512-581-4277
804 Pecan St., Bastrop, TX 
78602
jennifer.ensinger@co.bas-
trop.tx.us
JUSTICES OF THE PEACE
 Cindy Allen (Pct.1)
804 Pecan Street, P.O. Box 
336, Bastrop, TX 78602
512-581-4258 
 Raymah Davis (Pct.2)
1624 NE Loop 230, P.O. Box 
5, Smithville, TX 78957
512-581-7112 
 Katherine Hanna (Pct.3)
5785 FM 535, Cedar Creek, 
TX
78612 512-332-7288 
 Larry Dunne (Pct.4)
1125 Dildy Drive, Elgin, TX 
78621
512-581-7162
COMMISSIONERS
 Mel Hamner (Pct.1)
803 Pine Street, Room 105, 
Bastrop, TX
78602 512-332-7295 mel.
hamner@co.bastrop.tx. us
 Clara Beckett (Pct.2)
804 Pecan St., Bastrop, TX 
78602
512-360-2764
clara.beckett@co.bastrop.
tx.us
 Mark Meuth (Pct.3)
804 Pecan St., Bastrop, TX 
78602
512-303-6800
mark.meuth@co.bastrop.
tx.us
 Donna Snowden (Pct.4)
804 Pecan St., Bastrop, TX 
78602
512-332-7267
donna.snowden@co.bas-
trop.tx.us

CITY OF ELGIN
MAYOR
Theresa McShan
512-516-0813
theresa.mcshan.mayor@
elgintx.gov
CITY MANAGER
Tom Mattis
310 N. Main St., Elgin, TX 
78621
512-281-5724
tmattis@ci.elgin.tx.us
POLICE CHIEF
Chris Noble
512-285-5757
FIRE CHIEF
512-281-4025
CITY COUNCIL
 Joy Casnovsky (Ward 1)
 Arthur Gibson (Ward 1)
agibson@ci.elgin.tx.us 
 Chuck Swain (Ward 2)
 Skyler Maldonado (Ward 2)
smaldonado@ci.elgin.tx.us
 Al Rodr iguez (Ward 3)
 Matthew Callahan (Ward 3)
mcallahan@ci.elgin.tx.us
 Sue Brashar (Ward 4)
512-689-5692
sbrashar@ci.elgin.tx.us 
 Forest Dennis (Ward 4)
512-483-1818
fdennis@ci.elgin.tx.us

ELGIN SCHOOL DISTRICT
SUPERINTENDENT
Dr. Jodi Duron
512-281-3434
jodi.duron@elginisd.net 
1002 N. Ave C, Elgin, TX 
78621
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
 President Byron Mitchell, 
District 1
byron.mitchell@elginisd.net
 Vice President Beth Walter-
scheidt, District 3
beth.walterscheidt@elginisd.
net
 Parliamentarian Angie 
Edmon, District 4
angie.edmon@elginisd.net 
 Secretary Juanita Valarie 
Neidig, District 6
valarie.neidig@elginisd.net
 Pete Bega, District 2
pete.bega@elg inisd.net
 J.D. Harkins, District 5 
jd.harkins@elginisd.net
 David Glass, District 7
david.glass@elginisd.net

Thank You Subscribers!
RENEWALS:

• John Howie
• Bastrop Co Tourism
• Mickie Newstrom

• Cynthia Gregg

• Bob Choate
• Donna Graham Lee

NEW SUBSCRIBERS:

• Kristina Alvarez

• Martha Ehardt
• Travis Early

WELCOME BACK!

• Debbie Gaston

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Time to stop mass 

murderers in our schools
The slow police response at Uvalde, 

Texas highlights just how unrealistic is 
to rely on the police for protection. The 
sad truth is the police rarely if ever inter-
vene in time to stop a crime in progress. 
It is also a “...fundamental principle of 
American law that a government and 
its agents are under no general duty to 
provide public services, such as police 

protection, to any individual citizen” (see 
Warren v. District of Columbia, D.C. Ct. 
of Ap. 1981).

Even if our society could ban all guns, 
mass murderers would still have other 
extremely lethal tools available. For ex-
ample, the numerous vehicle terror at-
tacks in Europe which have killed and 
wounded hundreds of people (the most 
lethal was in Nice, France which killed 
86 people including 14 children).

Senator Cornyn should forcef ully advo-

cate for providing more resources to sup-
port teachers and other staff, especially 
those with military training, to be armed 
if they so choose. The air marshal pro-
gram and the arming of pilots after 9/11 
worked very well – despite vocal opposi-
tion – to stop plane terror attacks, and so 
will providing more support for arming 
teachers and staff to protect our children.

Dr. Richard Griffith
Elgin, Texas

Linda Curtis petitioning to run as independent for HD-17
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